
  AUSTRALIA’S SMARTEST YOUNG PERSON 

Talented past student Prue Cowin has been named Australia’s Smartest Young Person 2007 for 
her inspirational work in cancer research. Prue was chosen from hundreds of applicants as The 
Bulletin/Bayer Smart 100 Young Achiever. Prue, who credits her teachers at Camberwell for 
sparking her interest in Science, recently led a team of researchers at Monash Institute that grew 
young, healthy prostate tissue from embryonic stem cells in the lab. The team’s groundbreaking 
work allowed the progression of prostate cancer to be studied, and could potentially lead to            
advances in treatment of the disease, if not a cure. 

 

Prostate cancer is the most common cancer in Australian men with 11,000 men diagnosed every 
year. Prue began her career in the Science labs of Camberwell She said, “I did not believe in         
myself, but the teachers were always telling me it’s all about confidence and that I could do it. I 
never thought I’d be any good at public speaking, but now a big part of my job is to interact with 
people affected by the disease.” 

 

After leaving Camberwell, she completed a three-year Biomedicine Science degree at Monash 
University. After graduating she still had no idea her future was in research and even completed 
one year of a law degree. However, she missed being in a lab, and after a year travelling she        
returned to complete a PhD at the Monash Institute of Medical Research, researching the          
environmental links to prostate cancer.  

 

Despite her busy schedule, Prue made time to come and talk to students at assembly. She        
explained her work to the girls, and encouraged them to follow their passion, take up                     
opportunities and contribute to the broader society.  


